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This will be a series, combining hard copy personal historical documents, web based research and
finally, the years of story telling I was so blessed to have been the recipient. Col Dodendhoff had had a
full career of history making events, seemingly small at the time, and when they happened, seen by
him as just another day at “work,” but in retrospect, when the larger record of the surrounding events
and circumstances can be linked together, some remarkable stories appear.

First off: The previous post has the memorial service for Col Dodenhoff, where he was honored by his
family, friends and neighbors.

For the last few years, when “Dode” couldn’t drive any longer, a few of us took turns being duty driver
of the staff car to get him to our bi-monthly Saturday morning breakfast meetings. In the last year, I did
it a bit more frequently than the others, and many days, upon return to his residence, I’d spend some
time keeping his computer system running smoothly and helping him get the pictures of the association
monthly art displays downloaded from his camera to be printed for the historical record of the activities
of his building complex.

The book shelf above the computer and monitor held several models, mostly factory type carved
wooden ones, which represented a small portion of his flying career. I asked for more detail, and in
addition to the trips to and from breakfast, I received even more data points.

His wife, Priscilla, has graciously given me his models, his log books, snap shots taken while on cruise,
some military and civilian newspapers and a coveted trophy he won in a bombing competition in 1955.

In a serial manner, I will try to summarize the Col’s 29 years in the service of our nation as a Marine
Aviator, pulling together what I can document, find and recall to provide some context of his place in
history as a Marine, and as an aviator.

In any case where I place a picture within the post entry so it fits the page restrictions, I will post the full
sized version that can be seen via a link with the picture. Logbooks being logbooks, they are hand
written, so a good quality picture is the best way to see what it says and OCR is out of the question.

With that intro, look forward to checking back regularly to see the additional posts in the series, and I
will publish the recountings in the timeline sequence in which that actually occurred. Please, if you
have supporting information, post it in the comments to connect any other dots with documenting!
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What’s inside? Return for the full accounting of the real life adventures of Col Dode.
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