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Monday Maritime Matters

Description

Today, after a bit of a hiatus, another “regular” post.

First note of interest: In case you're not aware already, the annual fund raising drive for the Soldier’s
Angels VALOur-IT project has been underway since the 26th of Oct, but...the good news, it runs
through 11/11. In other words, you can still contribute!

If you're in the mood (even a little bit helps), the widget to the upper right of the blog page here (the
thermometer looking dodad) is clickable and will get you to the right place to chip in a few bucks.
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Now, on to some meat for the day in Naval History: 42 years (and three days....just found this) ago,
one then LCDR Charles B. Hunter, USN, flying with VA-196 off the USS CONSTELLATION (CVA-64)
and his BN performed a mission that earned now RADM Hunter, USN (Ret) a Navy Cross. Here is the
citation:
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Hunter, Charles Bryan

Commander, U.S. Navy
Attack Squadron ONE HUNDRED NINETY SIX (VA-196), U.S.S. Constellation (CVA-64)
Date of Action: 30 October 1967

Citation:

The President of the United States of America takes pleasure in‘presenting the Navy Cross
to Commander [then Lieutenant Commander] Charles Bryan-Hunter (NSN: 0-584531),
United States Navy, for extraordinary heroism,0n-30 October 1967 as a pilot in Attack
Squadron ONE HUNDRED NINETY-SIX\(VA-196), embarked in U.S.S. CONSTELLATION
(CVA-64). Exercising exceptional professional skill and sound judgment, Commander
Hunter, planned and executed an extremely dangerous, single-plane, night, radar bombing
attack on the strategically located and heavily defended Hanoi railroad ferry slip in North
Vietnam. Although the entire Hanoi defensive effort was concentrated upon his lone
bomber, he flawlessly piloted his aircraft to the target area and commenced his attack.
Seconds before bomb release, six enemy surface-to-air missiles were observed to be
tracking on his plane. Undaunted by this threat to his personal safety, Commander Hunter
took swift and effective action to avoid the missiles and then proceeded to complete his
attack, releasing all weapons in the target area with extreme accuracy. After release, he
guided his plane through the intense anti-aircraft-artillery fire and four additional missiles
which were fired at his aircraft. In spite of this intense enemy opposition, Commander
Hunter completed his mission and was directly responsible for dealing a significant blow to
the North Vietnamese logistics efforts. His indomitable perseverance and conspicuous
gallantry were in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Naval Service.

He’s a humble man, just one of the guys at the table.A I'll be having breakfast with him this coming
Saturday morning, along with several other vets of some significance from WWII on.
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