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Taking a break from what is normally called “technology” to post a little thankfulness for a “technology”
the military uses quite effectively as the real, tangible force multiplier: The Recruiter.

It was easy enough, when taking management time on someone to check the enlistment contract of
the sailor in question and make disparaging remarks about the lineage of the poor soul who was
detailed to recruit and found themselves a little short of quota near the end of the month, and working
under the emotional stress of the “system,” as defined by the analysts defined it….

In retrospect, I have, through introspection and reading the many weblogs over the last few years,
have come to appreciate the role these people play in the maintenance of a solid, strong and
continually improving best military in the world, and, in history.

While out making rounds today, I pulled into a local Marine Recruiter’s office. I did have an ulterior
motive, but it was driven by the need to just step in and shake a few hands and say thanks for the hard
work that makes the rest of it all possible. It also told me the quantity of pizza I will have delivered one
day soon for lunch.

A Staff Sargent and two brand, spanking new Privates were present. The young man and young
woman privates looked all the part of the very young who are carrying the load of the nation. No
ribbons but the NDSM graced their khaki shirts, but they got the same hand shake and thanks, for they
are the ones, with a global war staring them in the face.

So: My suggestion – stop by those strip mall storefronts and take a moment to tell them you appreciate
their work, walking the halls of the high schools and making community meetings, much of it at the
expense of their personal time at home, when the entire military is making deployments to the combat
zone when they are not on “cake” jobs like “shore duty” stateside.

This work is vital, but not nearly as well recognized as an integral part of the system. I think this is
especially important in areas far from military bases, as many of these little outposts of the Armed
Services are like little islands unto themselves.

They are our edge to make the non-living technology work to defeat our enemies and help those
others around the world less fortunate.
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